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Scripture-Matthew 2:1-12
Preacher-Steve Weeks
“We will explore what the Bible tells us (and
doesn’t tell us) about the “wisemen”, and
explore what lessons we might learn from this
familiar story.”

Within each of us is an extraordinary
capacity for love and intimacy, but it’s
complicated. From new dating apps to modern
families, even if you think you’ve got it figured
out, healthy relationships can be challenging.
We’ll look at the power of God’s love and how
we live in it.
January worship continues on page 4

Biblical Resolutions

Hold firmly to your faith Hebrews 4:14
Assemble with the saints Hebrews 10:25
Pray and thank God earnestly 1Thessalonians 5:17-18
Petition God for great blessings Malachi 3:10
Yield not to temptation 1 Thessalonians 5:22
Notice opportunities to serve others Galatians 6:10
Examine yourself daily 2 Corinthians 13:5
Work diligently for the Lord 1 Corinthians 15:58
Yearn for righteousness Matthew 5:6
Exercise godliness 1 Timothy 4:7
Aim for sinless perfection Hebrews 6:1
Redeem the time, living wisely Ephesians 5:15-16
—Gus Nichols (adapted )

Winter Wonder

If you’re tired of shoveling snow by now,
just be glad you didn’t live in what’s now
Keogh, Montana, in January 1887. Two
years before that area became a U.S.
state, personnel at an army fort saw a
Frisbee-sized flake falling from the winter
sky. Scientists say the flake, estimated at
15 inches wide, likely was the result of
numerous smaller flakes merging before
landing on the ground. That massive dose
of winter still holds the title of largest
snowflake, according to Guinness World
Records.
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Facing the Future

Don’t worry about the future. Worry
quenches the work of grace within you.
The future belongs to God. He is in charge
of all things. Never second-guess him.

Michelle Schober, Music/Worship Admin.

—François Fenelon
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Special Dates
†
†
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New Year’s Day, January 1, 2022
Epiphany, January 6, 2022
Baptism of the Lord, January 9, 2022
Religious Freedom Day, January 16, 2022
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 17, 2022
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,
January 18-25, 2022

Audrey Bouma
The Compass is a monthly publication of Cross Winds
United Methodist Church.

Your Compass editor is: Lori Goldstein. We appreciate
your articles! We reserve the right to edit for
space and content.
Make sure to check out our WEBSITE for information and
inspiration. It is updated continually.
Web site: http://www.crosswindslife.org
Cross Winds United Methodist Church
15051 Weaver Lake Road Maple Grove, MN 55311
Phone: 763-494-9463
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As we start a new year, evaluating our commitments and priorities, I encourage you to take some
time reflecting on how God is leading you here and now. Every January, I make time to reflect on
John Wesley’s covenant renewal service, which you can review online at:
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/book-of-worship/covenant-renewal-service
I realize that some of the language is antiquated, so in particular, I lift up to you the Covenant Prayer
which is a cornerstone for that particular renewal practice.
A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition, Contemporary Version
I am no longer my own, but yours.
Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you,
Praised for you or criticized for you.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service.
And now, O wonderful and holy God,
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,
you are mine, and I am yours.
So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,
Let it also be made in heaven. Amen.
This year, as you consider your own new year’s resolutions, I invite you to pray this prayer. Maybe if
you’re up for a challenge, you might consider memorizing this prayer and praying it daily until it prays
through you. I’ll warn you from personal experience that praying this prayer will transform your life
and take you to places you might never have imagined, for such is the path of faith, hope, and love.
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Scripture: Luke 15:11-24
Preacher: Jamie Boettcher
Scripture-Matthew 3:13-17
Preacher-Stina Koppes
As we start at the source of our capacity to
love, we take time to reflect on how God
loves us and gives us the power to love
others. Today we will also celebrate the
sacrament of Holy Communion together.

So often in life, especially the tough times,
we yearn to go home. Home might include
a specific place, but always includes a
specific people - those people who run to
greet us with open arms, offering glimpses
of a true homecoming.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Preacher: Stina Koppes

Scripture - Matthew 22:34-40
Preacher - Bill Lewis

Marriage can be a gift that reveals God’s
truth in powerful ways, but like any
relationship, this takes intentional tending
over time. What does it take to have a love
that lasts “happily ever after” past the
wedding day?
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Cross Winds UMC will have a Church Conference meeting on
Sunday, January 30th at 11:00 am for the purpose of reviewing and
approving the 2022 budget. Following the Church Conference
meeting, there will also be a 5th Sunday board forum with congregational
updates about 2022 projects. For more information about the budget or
the board forum, please contact Pastor Stina, Don Bushen (finance), or
Jon McWilliams (Board chair).

The Cross Winds Board has established a steering committee for a potential
capital campaign this spring. We are partnering with the Minnesota United
Methodist Foundation to be our guide / coach for the campaign. The foundation
has just completed a feasibility study with a small cross section of the
congregation on potential support and feedback for the campaign.
The Trustees have identified potential building improvements as well as
maintenance items to be included in the campaign. Potential items being
considered are: building access/security updates, sanctuary improvements to
better support our online worship experience, upgrade the kitchen and the deck
off of the fellowship hall, furnace/air conditioning replacement, main level
bathroom remodel, elevator maintenance, carpet replacement in the lower level
and debt reduction of our current mortgage.
We will take the time to share a lot more information about the potential
campaign and projects at our Time with the Board Forum on January 30th after
worship in the Fellowship Hall.
The Steering Committee Members that
have been elected by the Board are:
Mark Biederman – Chair
Stina Koppes - Pastor
Craig Machacek
Jake Honmyhr
Krista Kemp
Mary Muellenberg
Paul Crosland
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Amber Lahtinen,
Director of
Children’s Ministries
Facebook: crosswindsumckids
Twitter: CWUMCkids
Instagram: CWUMCkids

Sunday School theme:
Self control

December flew by fast;
But wow! We had a blast!

It’s not easy to show self-control, to
do what you should even when you
don’t want to. But with God’s help, we
can stay in control of our words,
actions, and choices.

Outdoor
fun!
The weather
outside may
be frightful,
but hanging
out together
is always
delightful!
Watch for
some
awesome
family events
coming soon!
Do you
remember
these previous
events?

Children’s Musical, December 19
What a great joy it was to hear the
good news! Thank you all for sharing
your talents and your hearts with our
congregation and community.
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Josh Greer,
Director of Youth Ministries

Toys for Tots
On December 8th, our middle school and high school students purchased Toys for Tots at
our local Target. The students had a blast picking out toys, loading up the carts, and
hanging out together.

Youth Ministry Advisory Team
I want to say a special thank you to our Youth Ministry Advisory Team (Cindy Bailey,
Karen Gray, Liz Lehrkamp, Ali Lundin, Lisa Midgarden, Alissa Muscatello,
Karmyn Nelson, Tracy Ottenstroer, Kathryn Wahl).
Thank you all so much for helping me get started here at Cross Winds UMC.
You all have been such a blessing and I look forward to serving alongside you all in 2022!
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Breaking Free
Christmas
Collection
Cross Winds!
Thank you for
donating:
114 gifts,
14 bags for
9 families!

Dear Cross Winds,
The Hospitality Team would like to thank you
for your overwhelming response to our
“Feast for All!”
In the past, the Hospitality Team has
sponsored a Thanksgiving Feast. As with
many things this year, we opted to do
something different than a traditional feast.
We decided to look outward and we asked,
“how could we be a blessing to our
community?”
We choose to work with CROSS Services,
our local food shelf, located in Rogers, MN.
Instead of a traditional food drive, we asked
for monetary donations from the congregation after we learned the power of a food
shelf dollar compared to our dollars.
It is close to 3 to 1!

So it is with great excitement, thankfulness
and gratitude that we let you know, as of
December 11, 2021, our total donation to
CROSS Services is $4,008!!!!!!!
As a team, we are extremely thankful for your
generosity to be a blessing to others. With
your donations, CROSS will be able to
ensure that more families will have a
“Feast” of their own.
May God bless you this Christmas.

The Hospitality Team
Jeanine Ronning
Renee McWilliams
Margaret Marsh
Kris Kosloski
Carolyn Bossen
Maureen Weithorn
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Kathy Wagner
Sue Bosworth
Julia Beyer
Alyssa Muscatello
Linda Dickey
Joanie Lewis

The new digital audio mixer, Allen
and Heath SQ-6 is here and will be
placed into service beginning in
January. The new audio mixer will
replace the fifteen-year-old Allen
and Heath GL2800 analog mixer
which has served us well but is not
capable of simultaneously
producing a house mix for the congregation in the sanctuary and a broadcast mix for
recording or live streaming.
The new mixer has the following key features:
 Improved processing of microphone / instrument audio.
 Settings can be saved for later recall. Handy for songs or presentations that would
benefit from unique settings.
 Remote control from a tablet or computer gives one or more operators the ability to be in
the same place as the listener (sanctuary or livestream).
 Multi-track recording for post-performance editing or for adjusting the board’s audio
processing in a relaxed setting.
As we give thanks for this new equipment, we especially want to thank those who
have contributed to the Cross Winds endowment fund, which made this gift possible.
What is the Endowment Ministry Fund?
The Endowment Ministry Fund provides a means for members of the congregation to make
lasting gifts for the work of Cross Winds United Methodist Church. This fund is invested
with income generating perpetually supporting the mission of Cross Winds; Connecting,
Serving, Worshiping, Teaching and Growing in Faith.
Contributions to the Endowment Ministry Fund are managed conservatively, with the
objective of growing the fund’s principle to keep pace with inflation. Each year a percentage
of the Fund is made available for the work of the Church. In this way your contributions will
live on providing for the continual work of Cross Winds.
To learn more about giving towards the Cross Winds endowment fund,
visit: http://www.crosswindslife.org/give/ or speak with Pastor Stina.
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Don Bushen, Finance Chair

Thank you for all your Giving
for 2021 to support all of
CWUMC ministries. We were
able to provide a much smaller deficit than
what had been anticipated during 2021. Now
our focus will be on 2022. We will present our
Budget Proposal for 2022 on January 30, 2022
after the completion of our church service.
We believe this budget will set the stage for
changes for the next year that will be well
received by the congregation.

If you are newer to Cross Winds or interested
in learning more about the church, stop by
Pastor Stina’s office for “Coffee with the
Pastor” meeting every second Sunday of the
month (9:15 am-9:45 am). No registration
required. These 30 minute visits are simply
an opportunity to learn more about the church
and our pastor.

If you would like to make a pledge and haven’t
yet for 2022 or increase your 2022 pledge you
may contact our Finance Committee
Secretary, Steve Weeks at the following email
address; finance@crosswindsumc.org
We offer electronic giving to provide CWUMC
families with options to increase their giving or
make added contributions through the year.
The directions for electronic giving are in this
month’s Compass.
Thank you again for your blessings and
support for our ministries at CWUMC.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
will gather on Monday,
January 24 at 1:30 pm in
Fellowship Hall. Marcia
Colson is hosting. Bring your current project to
work on and shawls to dedicate. We will follow
the church guidelines for masking in effect at
that time. Call the church office at
763.494.9463 for questions or to let her know
you are coming. You are invited to join us if you
knit or crochet or would like to learn.
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Open for all families considering baptism for
their children. These classes are led by
Pastor Stina to help families prepare for the
sacrament of baptism. Workshops are offered
every third Sunday of the month 9:15-9:45
am. Families do not need to pre-register to
attend a workshop. However, if a family
wants a child baptized, we ask that you
attend a baptism workshop or
schedule a meeting with the pastor.
To learn more contact Pastor Stina.

Richard Post, Facilities Manager

FACILITIES YEAR IN REVIEW
We started 2021 with an extensive list of projects needing to be
done. We accomplished most of that list. We started with a
budget of 63K and stayed within that for the most part.
We finished with needed actions for next year
•

Snow Control: Plowing was transferred from Metro Transit
with minor problems.

•

Phone/Internet Service Update: We’ve upgraded our inter
net to allow better telephone service; and manage current
and future needs for our audio/videoing services.

•
Technology Team: This group was reestablished so we
can be prepared and receive the best outcomes for the services we offer. So far, this group has
remodeled our tech support while looking for the best fit as we incorporate new systems of doing church
business. Computers for staff and program managers is being handled by this group.
•

Dumpster Corral: Completed and functional. The reduced the number of waste containers during our
shutdown so we will need to monitor our use so we don’t get backlogged with trash. Trustees will make
the decision when to switch over to dumpsters.

•

Parking Lot Light Pole Painting: We were blessed to have Mike Ronning offer to manage this project.
Unfortunately, we ran out of good weather so this will be completed next year. Mike is also looking at
tree lot vendors who may want to use our tree stands.

•

Total landscape management: We started the year with several concerns. Weeds were abundant.
Trees overgrown and killing each other. Our sprinkler system had leaks. Dave Looney did a great job of
repairing the water system and did a yeomen’s job of trimming trees. The addition of Werner’s weed
treatment and Dave’s fertilizing benefitted greatly. I think the lawn looked in great shape. Seniors
continue to add the glamour by expertly managing our gardens with Marlan’s oversight.

•

Alarm/Extinguisher/Sprinkler Service: Viking Alarms/Sprinklers purchased Olson Controls. There were
some glitzes in the transition and next year we should be fully up to specs.

•

New thermostats will be installed later this month.

•

Compass Room Gallery Lighting: This was a nice addition to the Compass Room. We lost the stairwell
chandelier which fell last month and left a gap in the Compass Room lighting.

•

Mouse/Pest Control: Always a Facilities favorite. No major signs of mice since we enforced the outside
bait traps. New issues occurred with frogs attacking staff at the southwest entrance and wasps in
Ambers new office. A wasp trap is set up on the fence outside by the Southeast entrance. The frog
issue hopefully was temporary. Flies continue to be an issue so we will have fly paper available in the
storeroom to address outbreaks around the church.

•

Doorbell: The old doorbell died and was replaced with a video Doorbell. The bell can be heard in
Pastor Stina and Lori’s offices, in the lower level by the old library. Video surveillance is available to
anyone interested in viewing front door.

•

Storeroom cleanup: A welcome benefit to Pastor’s Stina coming to Cross Winds was she cleaned
house. With little a due, the storeroom, youth & children’s areas were cleaned of old and unused debris
and furniture. The Great Sidewalk Sale of 2021 did an amazing job of clearing unused stuff from the
church. Facilities was able to remove old paint, building materials, office dividers, broken tables, and
unused crud from the premises with special thanks to Steve Vollmer for taking debris to the dump.
THIS WAS MONUMENTUS!
Continued on page 12
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Richard Post, Facilities Manager

Continued…. FACILITIES YEAR IN REVIEW
Senior Facilities, our partners in grime, deserve an ovation. Barred from the building until late in the
spring, their activity never slowed.
•

Christmas Decor: Removed and store Christmas lights and repaired staging damaged in snowstorm.

•

Gardens: Seniors cut back the overgrowth around the property and added new plants. Weed control in
the parking lot, gardens, and rock landscape stay well managed.

•

Parking Lot: Handicapped signs were reset from numerous accidental runovers.

•

Emergency Lighting and thermostat management was reestablished from year hiatus.

•

Seniors did the majority of removing debris from the church with the Sidewalk Sale.
A huge accomplishment.

•

Staff in/Staff out: Offices were cleaned, painted (thank you staff for helping in that area), and organized
for our new and present staff members.
Here is where we finished:

•

Technology Team: This was a major step needed to bring our church up to speed with needed services.
Programming, audio videoing, streaming, and Wi-Fi management will be changing rapidly next year under the guidance of this team. If you, or you know someone, are interested in computer
networking, the team could use more help.

•

Parking Lot Light Pole Painting: Work will be done this spring. Mike expects this to take a few days to
complete using a lift and proper paints. Facilities will need to support Mike’s work with sanding and
painting.

•

Landscape management: Bee Hive has begun new construction on their property which will affect our
boundary. Already, the sprinkler heads on that side have been destroyed and will be replaced. We
have a chance to have a seamless property line if we can work with them to coordinate landscaping and
watering. The Eastern edge of property needs to be reimaged possibly adding gardens. Consider
what you think would add value to that property. This will be discussed within church ministries
next year.

•

We still have several decisions for managing our trees. Treating ash trees is budgeted. We need to
remove some dying trees. A Senior Facilities project for next year is to plant ground cover for the bare
southern area behind the shed. We hope to get the boy scouts to help with planting. Next spring.

•

Alarm/Extinguisher/Sprinkler Service: One dry sprinkler inspection needs to be done as well as some
refitting of rusted pipe.

•

Compass Room Lighting: We have a hole in the lighting for the stairwell. A dimmer switch will be added
to the new gallery lighting later this month.
Options for the stairwell light needs to be discussed. An LED light in the lower hallway to the children’s
area needs to be replaced.

•

Storeroom Shed Cleanup: A project will be to sort out items. What’s needed, wanted and what should
be thrown out. Should be a yearly task

•

Doorbell/Security: Video surveillance hasn’t been welcomed by groups yet. We need to relook at what
we have and what the church wants with security needs.

•

Capital Campaign: New money may be available to add new door locks, surveillance, double door front
entrance, carpeting, plus sanctuary improvements with lighting, shades, and audio improvements.
Kitchen remodeling is also on the improvement list.

Lastly, I have not stayed on task with meetings and traditional tasks done in our meetings. I believe this has
caused some dropout from facilities membership. I’d like to re-establish our mission, so everyone feels
they have a part and say as to how we go forward.
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Sunday

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
10:00-11:00 am
Al-Anon group in
Happy New Year 2022!

2

9:15-9:45 am
Sunday School
10:00 am Worship
in the Sanctuary/
Children’s Worship

3
6:00 pm
WelcomeTeam
6:30 pm
Personnel
Team

4
7:00 pm Boy
Scouts

5
9:00 am Senior
Facilities
10:00 am-5:30 pm CALS
group

6
6:00 am-5:30 pm
CALS group
6:15 pm Wind of the
Spirit

7

13

14

15
10:00-11:00 am
Al-Anon group in

21

22
10:00-11:00 am
Al-Anon group in

28

29
9:15 am Wind of the
Spirit

6:00 am-5:30
pm CALS
group

8
10:00-11:00 am
Al-Anon group in

6:30-8:30 pm Music
Rehearsals
6:30 pm Youth Night
7:00 pm Class Night

9

10

11
9:30 am-3:00
pm
Paint Group

9:15 am Coffee w/
Pastor
9:15-9:45 am
Sunday School

7:00 pm Boy
Scouts

10:00 am Worship
in the Sanctuary/
Children’s Worship

12
9:00 am Senior
Facilities
9:30 am Caring Team

9:00 am Maple Grove
senior exercise class

6:30-8:30 pm Music
Rehearsals
6:30 pm Hospitality Team

6:15 pm Wind of the
Spirit vocals

6:30 pm Youth Night
7:00 pm Class Night

16

9:15-9:45 am
Sunday School
9:15 am Baptism
Workshop
10:00 am Worship
in the Sanctuary/
Children’s Worship
11:00 am Higher
Power

23

9:15-9:45 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship in the
Sanctuary/
Children’s Worship
11:00 am Higher
Power
30

9:15-9:45 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship in the
Sanctuary/
Children’s Worship
11:00 am Church
Conference Meeting Time with the
Board

17
6:30 pm
Nominations
Team and
Worship
Team
The Rev.
Martin Luther
King Jr.’s
Birthday

24
1:30 pm
Prayers
Shawl
Ministry

18
7:00 pm
MLT Meeting/
zoom
7:00 pm
Boy Scouts

19
9:00 am Senior
Facilities
6:00-9:00 pm Music
Rehearsals

9:00 am Maple Grove
senior exercise class

6:30 pm Youth Night
7:00 pm Class Night

25

26

6:30 pm
CW Board
Meeting
7:00 pm
Boy Scouts

9:00 am Senior
Facilities
9:30 am Caring Team
6:00-9:00 pm Music
Rehearsals
6:30 pm Youth Night
7:00 pm Class Night

31

20

27
9:00 am Maple Grove
senior exercise class

10:00-11:00 am
Al-Anon group in

Cross Winds
United Methodist Church
15051 Weaver Lake Road
Maple Grove, MN 55311
Return Service Requested
Phone: 763-494-9463
Web site: http://www.Request:
http://www.crosswindsumc.org/
prayer-requests/

Visit www.crosswindslife.org
Face book: Cross Winds United Methodist Church
(Online worship available Saturday afternoon-Monday night)

 Pastor’s Note
 January Worship
 Church Conference
Meeting & Board
Forum 1/30
 Steering Committee

Sunday, January 2, 2022
Sunday, January 9, 2022
Sunday, January 16, 2022
Sunday, January 23, 2022
Sunday, January 30, 2022

 Children’s Ministry
 Youth Ministries
 Thank you
 Digital Soundboard
 Things you may want
to know about
 Senior Facilities
 Christmas Musical
 Children’s Musical
 January Calendar

